
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                        NOVEMBER 22, 2015 
  
CHRIST  THE  KING /  REIGN  OF  CHRIST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 141 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, when I was a child my world was populated by 

people who were bigger, and was filled with complex situations 

too difficult for me to engage.  I adopted an idea of you that 

compensated for my vulnerability: I thought of you as 

manipulating the world I could not affect.  I continue to think of 

you in this same way, expecting you to influence the world for 

my benefit.  This persistence blinds me to the actual power you 

display in the world in which I live as an adult—you constantly 

work to wake me up and make me aware; you encourage me to 

use my capacities to think, feel, reflect and act; you unpack 

complex situations and assist me in engaging them; you help 

me survive helplessness, powerlessness, disappointment and 

defeat, and find life on the other side of them.  But my mind 

remains young, expecting you to control the world for me, 

rather than relying on you to help me engage my world in a 

purposeful and intentional way. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 18:33-37 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 154 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for November 29, 2015 
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 
FYI 
 Today is Christ the King Sunday, the last Sunday in the cycle of 
the church year, and we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  Next 
Sunday, November 29th, is the first Sunday in the Season of 
Advent and marks the beginning of another cycle of the church 
year, as well as the beginning of Lectionary Cycle C. 
 There is a sign-up sheet for bringing coffee-time food during 
the seasons of Advent and Christmas.  It is hoped we will bring 
food that has some meaning for us in that it was something eaten 
in the holidays to celebrate Christmas. 
 This year, as last year, we will celebrate Christmas Eve on the 
day before, on Wednesday the 23rd rather than on Thursday the 
24th.  The service will begin at 7pm, and will be one of stories and 
singing.  What Christmas songs do you particularly want to sing?  
Write the titles on the sheet on the information table in the 
coffee room. 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Christ the King / Reign of Christ   (John 18:33-37) 
This Sunday is the last Sunday in the cycle of the Church 

Year. On this Sunday we affirm our belief that the work God does 
as Christ is supreme, preeminent, and permanent, i.e. it is 
sovereign over all things and that Christ reigns in the sense of being 
the dominant or controlling power or factor in all things. The text 
for today is from the passion narrative in the Gospel of John. It 
introduces the subject of Christ being King, and its wording depicts 
how Christ does in fact reign. 

How is it possible to say “Christ is King” or “Christ reigns?” 
The answer to this is found by drawing a distinction between the 
objective/exterior world and the subjective/interior world. While 
the early church (1st century) was not able to draw this distinction 
in the same way as we do (21st century), I believe they were able to 
grasp the difference between these two worlds, and they began to 
think in a new way about how God acts in the world. The early 
church came to the understanding that God initiates change in the 
subjective/interior world, and then uses that subjective change as 
the way to impact and modify the objective/external world. It is 
possible to change people by changing the way they behave, what 
they do. This is accomplished by making something more or less 
painful or attractive. Behavior modification does this. But there is 
no consciousness in that kind of change, no active participation, no 
thinking. It is more like conditioning people to act differently – like 
Pavlov’s dog. But if you can get someone to notice the way they 
behave, to think about the way they behave, then they can make 
conscious choices about how they behave, and change becomes 
something they can participate in again and again. To live in this 
conscious way is what human life is. And, what living this way 
requires is a separation between the subjective/internal world and 
objective/external world. A person has to have some self-
awareness and self-reflection; they have to be able to reflect 
inwardly on how they are outwardly. Think of this separation of the 
subjective and the objective worlds as being the cutting edge in the 
development of human life which God has been orchestrating for 
two millennia, and think of Christianity as being a means to bring 
about that separation. Based upon this understanding, Christianity 

modified the Jewish idea of the Messiah, changing the concept from 
referring to an objective, political figure to an internal activity, an 
activity which changes the way we think, and which thereby 
changes the way we act. To this internal activity the early church 
attached the title Messiah/Christ, Christ being the Greek equivalent 
for the Jewish word Messiah. The early church later expanded the 
concept, thinking of this internal activity as a manifestation of God, 
an aspect of God that was active inside us. Eventually this 
understanding led to the development of the Trinity as a way to 
explain the different ways we experience God, and this internal 
activity became known as the Second Person of the Trinity. 

It is possible for us to use contemporary concepts to expand 
upon the early church’s understanding of God as an internal activity. 
We can think of God as the creator of insight, and therefore as the 
one who induces and expands awareness and consciousness, and 
who through this activity expands the world and constantly creates 
it anew. In the Christian understanding, God as Christ [the Second 
Person of the Trinity] chooses to inhabit our subjective/interior 
world, and, as Christ, takes on the task of disclosing and revealing 
to us our subjective/interior world. This disclosing is something 
which we receive in the form of insights. In today’s text Christ says: 
“I have come to testify to the truth.” The word translated as truth 
means “truth,” from a root “true, as not concealed or hidden.” The 
emphasis here is not on the revealing of some ultimate objective 
truth, but rather on the disclosing of the truth regarding what is 
happening in the immediate moment, subjectively. Christ ushers 
insights into our awareness which make clear whatever thoughts 
and feelings are moving in us, especially the ones of which we have 
no awareness. With this information we are able to make more 
informed choices about how to think, how to act, how to relate to 
others, and how to treat ourselves. We learn over time that nothing 
ultimately overcomes this activity of bringing insights which impact 
how we think, feel and act—Christ reigns. 
 Christ says: “Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.” The word “voice” refers to “an address,” from a root 
meaning “to lighten (shine), i.e. to show in the sense of disclose.” 
This internal activity which we call Christ discloses things that are 



real and active yet are hidden. Christ unveils these things to us, or 
gives us insights about them, so they become more available to us 
to engage and use. Mostly we are given insights into what is 
happening in our subjective world in the middle of any situation in 
which we find ourselves. As a result we may also get insights as to 
what is happening in the objective world. The point of both types 
of insights is to give us more subjective choices as to how to live 
where we are. Anyone who seeks any “truth” listens to this “voice,” 
whatever they call it. 

Let’s say we get our feelings hurt. Getting our feelings hurt 
is an internal response, generally to something that happened in 
the external world. Christ will not make it so that we never get our 
feelings hurt again; Christ will help us understand how our feelings 
got hurt so that we can interpret getting our feelings hurt and learn 
to understand and come to terms with hurting. The meaning of 
getting hurt normally comes from what has happened in our past. 
How we respond is also something we learned in our past. Christ 
makes us conscious of what comes from our past so we can think 
about it; we get to consider different meanings that are less 
automatic and more reflective, thereby giving us the opportunity 
to make better and more informed choices about how to respond, 
how to care for ourselves and relate to others. Maybe we will 
explode at those who hurt us; maybe we will absorb the hurt and 
ponder how to react; maybe we will withdraw and heal. Whichever 
response we choose, it will be something we choose to do for 
values we embrace and reasons we understand. 

It is by disclosing what is in our interior world that the reign 
of Christ is manifest. Christ makes us aware of and helps us think 
about what comes from our past. He orchestrates changes in what 
we inherited by encouraging us and guiding us in examining our 
past. In this way Christ modifies the way we interact with our 
world. This may affect the world and change it; but more than that 
it affects our way of being in the world so that our experience of 
living becomes more intentional and purposeful, making us feel 
more alive and vital. The objective world may change a little, a lot, 
or not at all. But the way we live and participate in our life becomes 
more an expression of our own values. 

Christ says: My kingdom is not from this world…;” that is, his 
kingdom is not from the objective world; it is from the subjective 
world. The reign of Christ is not found in how the external world 
turns out, but in how we internally meet and respond to the 
external world. This work God does as Christ in our subjective and 
internal world is supreme, preeminent, and permanent, i.e. it is 
sovereign over all things. Christ reigns in the sense of being the 
dominant or controlling power or factor in all things. 

[Jim Robie, 11-20-15, Lectionary Cycle B, John 18:33-37] 
 


